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ESTIMATING COSTS TO BECOMING A TEACHER 

A career in teaching requires at least a Bachelor’s degree and may require more depending 
on the college or university teacher preparation program that you select. The following 
chart gives you an idea of the costs of tuition for several programs in Oregon. 

Sample Tuition and Fees Estimator 

 

To Get Started 

To get started in accessing financial aid, you need to first complete the FAFSA – the 
Free Application for Federal Student Aid which is necessary to access Federal Pell 
Grants and the Oregon Opportunity Grant.  

Other Costs to Consider 
• Living expenses—housing, food, etc. should be factored in to budget planning 

while you are enrolled in college. 

• Reduced time and ability to work—you should count on a full 40-hour work 
week while you are student teaching and plan for your budget when your 
income may be limited even further.   

• Transportation costs-you will be expected to have reliable transportation to the 
schools where you will do your field experiences and student teaching. 

• Many student teachers report spend money on materials for the classroom 
during student teaching. 

 

Financial Aid Terms 

Financial aid for college 
comes from a variety of 
government and private 
programs. You need to 
understand the difference 
between these funds and how 
to access them. 

Grants are the best type of 
financial aid for college because, 
unlike loans, you don't have to 
repay them. Your eligibility for a 
grant is usually based on your 
income or your family's income, 
assets, and other factors. Grade 
point averages and test scores are 
not a consideration. 

 
The Oregon Opportunity Grant 
is a state grant administered by the 
Office of Student Access and 
Completion (OSAC) and is 
awarded to full-time 
undergraduate Oregon residents 
based on need and allowable 
funding. Twelve terms of 
eligibility are possible. For more 
information on this program, visit 
the OSAC website. 
 
Scholarships--Can help pay your 
college expenses including tuition 
and fees, room and board, and 
books and supplies and do not 
have to be repaid. They are made 
possible by generous donations 
from individuals, organizations 
and foundations. OSAC awards 
more than $16 million in private 
scholarships annually. Award 
amounts range from $500 to 
$10,000 or more. 
 
Student Loans – Federal student 
aid loans can pay for tuition, 
feeds, books, housing, and living 
costs but must be repaid after you 
leave college. 

 
Work-Study - wages for work 
performed while in school. 
Usually part time job at the 
university.  (check with your 
school's financial office). 
 

 

Source: http://teachin.oregon.gov/en/ 


